
FOAM BACK INSTALLATION 

A 24 Hour Relaxation Period is recommended before gluing down turf to 

prevent shrinking and for expanding after glue down. IDEAL temperatures 

should be above 70 degrees. 

When Turf is Delivered: Check its texture, color, and style; make sure there are no 

visible defects before installation. We recommend using a polyurethane compatible seam 

sealer.   

Floor Preparation (when not using seaming tape) 

• Temperature and Humidity-

The environment in which the turf is to be installed  must be controlled  with the 

temperature between 65° F and 95° F (18° C and 35° C) and the relative humidity 

between 10% and 65%. If installing over concrete, the slab temperature should not be 

less than 65° F (18° C). These conditions must be maintained for at least 48 hours before, 

during, and 48 hours after the installation. 

Floor Preparation - Each subfloor shall be inspected to determine the special care 

required to make it a suitable foundation for turf. All cracks 1/8 inch (3 mm) wide or 

protrusions over 1/32 inch (.8 mm) should be filled or leveled. 

• Concrete

Concrete shall be cured, clean, and dry. If the turf is to be installed  using an 

adhesive, the concrete shall be free of paint, dirt, grease, oil, curing or parting 

agents, and other contaminants, including sealers, that may interfere with the 

bonding of the adhesive. Whenever a powdery or porous surface is encountered, a 

primer compatible with the adhesive shall be used to provide a suitable surface for 

the glue-down installation. Patching of cracks and depressions shall be made with 

an appropriate and compatible latex or polymer fortified patching compound. Do 

not exceed manufacturer's recommendations for patch thickness. Large patched 

areas must be primed. 

Moisture Testing (when not using seaming tape) 

Concrete floors, even with adequate curing time, can present an unacceptable 

moisture condition by allowing excessive amounts of moisture vapor to pass 

through to the surface. This can be a problem even on suspended concrete floors. 

All concrete floors should be tested for moisture emission rate by utilizing an 

anhydrous calcium chloride moisture test kit available from installation supplies 

and accessories distributors. This quantitative method is very precise and must 

be conducted carefully, with strict attention to the test kit manufacturer's detailed 

instructions. Moisture emission rate is expressed in lbs/1000 sq ft/24 hours. 
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Because the calcium chloride test for emission rate requires 3 days to conduct, 

proper installation planning is a must. 

As a general guideline, an emission rate of 3 lbs (1.4 kg) or less is acceptable for 

most turf. In the range from 3 lbs to 5 lbs (1.4 to 2.3 kg), carpet with porous 

backings can usually be installed successfully; but the risk of moisture-related 

problems increases. Since some floor covering products are less tolerant of 

moisture than others, always consult the individual manufacturer to determine the 

emission rate for specific products 

Get glue approval before starting {see bottom for list)

Trimming Selvedge (edge seam) 

• Trim the turf Face up! You will not be able to follow the stitch rows if you trim or cut face

down. When splitting the roll “bloom” the fibers where the cut is needed by running an T-

Handle Tool between the stitch rows, once the fibers are “bloomed” then using a Slide knife

follow the area (between the stitch rows) for an accurate cut to maintain the gauge.

• FACTORY PRE-TRIM AVAILABLE, CALL FOR PRICING

Turf Laying Techniques 

• Start in middle of room using chalk line

• Butt turf together  SQUARE at center line

• Place weight (anything over 30 pounds every 5-10 feet) starting seven feet off 
center line in both directions

• CAUTION, do not forcefully move turf when folding/unfolding, be careful 

as to keep turf square to the center line, and adjoining turf

• A 100% glue down turf is recommended. Procedures issued by the adhesive 
manufacturer should be followed.  For best results use a Seam Sealer to prevent 
heavy wear on the seam. Ask sales rep for directions

• Roll turf with 100 pound roller until glue tacks up.

100% GLUE DOWN AND SEAM SEALER RECOMMENDED FOR HEAVY TRAFFIC 
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Approved Adhesives 

Turf Claw Adhesive (5 Gallons)  

• TurfClaw 75

Turf Claw Foam Back (4 Gallons)  

• TurfClaw FB (not to be used to adhere seam tape)
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https://www.mapei.com/us/en-us/products-and-solutions/products/detail/ultrabond-turf-pu-1k
https://www.mapei.com/us/en-us/products-and-solutions/products/detail/ultrabond-turf-pu-2k



